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EDITORS REPORT

Having been appointed Editor off this megazine at the
recently held A,G,M,, I must take this opportunity in th
~is my first edition to thank Mark Simmons, my predessor
for his sterling work over the past two years. Iy thanks
also go to Rich Kerswell who acted as "caretaker" recent
~1Ye

At present, with the imminent departure of several
members to various seats of learning, or directly into
employment, there are places to be filled in the unit,
Some of these have been filled by prospective memberswho
have joined in unit activities in the past few months,
The new mambers are BRUCE RADFORD, PADDY SMITH, STEVEN
OUNSWORTH, ANDY MANDERS, and last term BRYAN SYMCOX who
has already made an impact on the daunting task of quart
~ermaster, which he shares with Keith Nuttall, Already
they are playing a full part in otr activities, includ-
ing participation in the Black Mountains Hike competite
ion, a challenging event held in July., Other events dur
ing the summer included a sponsored cance event held on
the Gloucester-~Sharpness Canal aimed at raising cash to
buy a double canoce for the Nansen Internationzal Childr-
ens Centre - to be used for disabled children, Almost

£200 was raised, and the canoe was_delivered in July
T heve mentioned the L,G,M, held last week, and %he

nunber of people present was very encouraging, ﬁs’thure
are only 22 actual members in the unit, the presence of
several notable ex-members and prospectic members prod-
uced an attendance of 35, which was very satisfactory,

The major event of the summer, the expedition to
Scotland will be dealt with in our next issue,

Jeremy Hobbs,

LIFE BEEIND THE IRON CURTAIN

The first thing that struck me as I crossed the bord
~er from Austria to Czechoslovakia was the number of sec
~urity precautions between the Austrian and Czech border



posts. There was a tall wire fence stretching as far as
the eye could see, watch towers spaced at half mile int-
ervals along the border, a ploughed strip of earth which
contained land mines, At the czech border post every car
and lorry, apart from diplomatic vehicles, was thorough-
ly searched by guards using sniffer dogs.

As we drove through the "iron Curtain" we could see
that the countryside and buildings were completely diff-
-erent from those in Austria, There were no fences to be

seen, and no livestock apart from the occasional goosein
a backyard - just miles and miles of crops growing. They

were in poor condition, with weeds growing amongst most
of them, When we came into town, the two main colours of
Czechoslovakia, and presumably most other communist coun
-tries, were prominent - red and yellow., A1l the public
benches, lamp posts, and the majority of the houses were
painted in red or yellow.

One prominent feature was the state of repair of the
buildings, The plaster was crumbling away from meny of
them, and surprisingly there was no visible evidence of
any attempt being made to deal with this,

The gituation in Prague was sinilar except that sone
buildings, such as tourist attractions, were well kept,
and the crumbling buildings had wooden scaffolding erect
-ed around them to stop pedestrians being hit by falling
masonryd

There are some good shops in Prague, but these are
few and far between, Most of the shops are understocked
in most of the items they should be selling and overstoc
~ked in the goods that really aren't necessary, For exam
~ple meat, apart from varieties of sausage, is almost im
possible to obtain, as are fresh vegetables, Gherkins -
strangely are common! Fruit is rare apart from August wh
-en Prague is overflowing with water melons, Clothes are
quite reasonable, although not of the quality of western
goods. Good meat, vegetables and some fruit can, of cour

(continued on page 11)



VoS, L,'s NOTES

At this time of the year it is customary for the Unit
to undergo a radical change in composition as the estabe-
lished members move out into the big world and a new gen
~eration come in to take their places, This year sees a
shake up of major proportions as nearly half of our
membership will be lost, True there are a good number of
aspiring Venture scouts at the doorstep, but they will
have a daunting task if they are to live up to the stand
~ards e8t by and match the spirits of the "class of !'7a"

The Unit is fortunate in two respects despite the in-
evitable loss, firstly in that the group who are ready
now to take on the executive roles show every sign of
naintaining the dynamism of +the Unit, and secondly two
key members of the "old gang'" will still be with us, at
least for several months, Stuart Bishop, now senior mem-
ber, and Pat Phillips will bYe guiding the new executive
along the right lines, With these two young men leading,
I have no fears about the continued prospering of this
Unit, and a quotation that I had prepared for this issue
is no longer entirely apposite - "And it is the talk of
the whole country that all the better men of the district
were leaving it" (Veterans of '72 and '78 may recognisec
that lament from 'Njal's Saga')

Who then is leaving? One of our younger executive off
~icers, IIXE BARTON has got into an apprenticeship with
a local company - at a time when jobs for youung people
are hard to come by, lMike had become one of the Unit's
characters, with higs somewhat excentric style of dress,
presently masquerading as a Chinese engine driver, His
long hair and laconic humour will be missed, Cuxr other
Michael, IMIKE TOWKAN is off to Bath University, but will
by working at Dowty until Christmas on a sandwich sebéne

TIM SMITH is also setting off towards a university
place at Reading, Tim, one of the Units keen sportsmen,
corpensated for lack of size with great determination in
all he did, He has thoughtfully done something about re-



=placing himself, by sending along his brother, Paddy,
similar in size but with curly hair!

There are several members who are at present waiting
to hear from universities eto., and whose future is not
settled, but we know that we will ceratinly lose four of
our most senior members, all of whom are Queen's Scouts
who have played a prominent part in the life of the Unit
for several years,

NIGEL BREWSTER has served the
Unit as secretary for the past
two years, Not noted as a con=
versationalist, Nige has always
kept a "low profile" and got on
quietly and efficiently with
any task he has undertaken, and
in doing so has earned the res
pect of all of us, His common
sense and good judgement will
be greatly missed on the execut
-ive, Nigel is following severw
al other eminent members +to
Brunel University to read eng=-

ineering = and doubtless to play %
a little badminton!

I am not too sure that MARK
SIMIONS, as ex-editor of this
magazine would entirely app=-
rove of this foremat. Mark has
always been a young man of de-
finite opinions, and he has
never been afraid to express
them, I have always been amaz-
ed by the number of things in
addition to Venture Scouts the
at Mark is involved in, His en
~thusiasm and commitment seem
limitless, and one abiding mem
=ory will bDe of his instant
recognition of various species




44th GLOUCESTER VENTURE SCOUT UNIT

Summary of Income and Expenditure for period

April 1st 1980 to March 31st 1980

Incomne

Subscriptions

Associate membership
Tuckshop takings

Barn Dance profit

Jumble sale profit

Sale of waste paper

Sale of equipnment

Sales of soft drinks, ete
Sponsored bed race
District Raffle

Norway payments from mem.bers
Sponsorship for Norway
Jubilee Fund

Sale of Cances

Donations

Bank Interest

Totel income

balance b/f from 19%9/80

Treasurer; I,D,Weir

Audited and found correct in accordance with vouchers etc.

£

169,00
30,00
163,38
173.02
124.05
78.25
39757
208,98
60,58
28,20
1945.,00
70.00
500,00
20,00
17.00
37.48

4022,51
404,55
4427.06

Capitation Fee

Subsidies on hikes, ete
Repairs to hut, ete
Badges, uniform, etc
Books, training materizl
Entry fees

Purchase of equipment
Purchase of spft drinks ete
To Stroud Round table
District Scout Assoc
Norway Expedition

Italian Earthquake Fund
North Wales Conservation support
B.W.B, Licences

Reunion expenses

Bank charges

Venture 44

Maps

Engraving trophies
H-a=-side expenses

Sports and social expenses
Poastage

Sundries

Total expenditure

e/f to 81/82

16 June 8l; J.D.Holdawoy,.

96,60
37.00
34465
24491
23,13
45445
848,46
195,20
&).58
18.80
2509, 61
10,00
125,00
33400
30,00
8.81
33.88
8,00
5¢20
23.36
9.41
6420
20,25

4207.50

219.56
442708



of low flying aircraft screeching over Ogwen Valley, Rum-—
ours that he knows the names of all the pilots cannot be
discounted, Mark is going to Le:v.cester to read Geology.
A good unit needs a good execut :

-ive, but a really good unit
needs rank and file merbers of
quality as well, and one such
is RUSS WATSON (no relation to
racing driver John, but with a
similar approach to cars!) With
-out doubt Russ must be one of
the most cheerful and friendly
venture scoutsthat has ever gr-
aced the Unit, and his presence
at an event always ensures that
it will be lively, Russ is off
to Lanchester Poly at Coventry,
In a different direction, +to
Swansea University goes IAIN WEIR, No one at present in
the Unit can recall it without
Iain, It will seem strange wh-
en he goes, In 3 years on the
executive he has never missed a
meeting, @nd he has been on
every major activity since he
joined (one more than me!) The
mercurial Iain has been a maje
or influence in the Unit for a
long time, and in losing him
we lose our senior member, our
most experienced mountaineer,
and a first class treasurer,
Of oourse, those three pogsite
ions will be filled, but there
is only one Iain Weir, and he
is irreplaceable,

F.HC



GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY CRICKET 1981

The loss of your captain midway through a season is a
blow for any cricket club-especially if he is of the cal
—~ibre of Mike Proctor- step forward David Graveney, This
was reported to be an unpopular decision in the north of
the county-that's us! He certainly got some stick from a
section of the crowd at Cheltenham, but he is a good bow
-ler, and a useful middle order batsman (we are told!)

We are lucky to have arguably the world!'s finest bat
-sman playing for us, Zaheer Abbas, who scored a thousand
runs in June, hit 11 centuries and topped the national
averages with 88,9, It is always a pleasure to watchthe
runs flowing from his bat at an alarming rate for oppos-
ition bowlers. Whilst "Zed" may have been scoring appar-
ently with effortless ease, however, Gloucestershire man
~-aged to lose nearly all their John Player League matches
draw most of their Schweppes Championship games, and %o
fall out of the two K,0, competitions.

On paper the side looks formidable, with Phil Baine
bridge develcping into a fine batsman, moulding himself
on "Zed". He won the Commercial Union Award for the best
under 23 batsman, judged by A,Bedser and C,Elliott.If he
wants to play for England, however, he had better change
counties!

What we really need is & class fast bowler, Alan Wil
~king has bowled well, and we all know of Mike Whitney's
fairy-tale Test debut, but he has yet to prove himselfin
the three day game, On the flip side, John "Charlie" Che
ilds produced the season's best snalysis of 9~56 against
arch rivals Somerset, and was unlucky not to be in next
winter's touring team,

Us unfortunates in the north of the county get a pr-
etty poor deal with fixtures - only four county games in
Gloucester and Cheltenham, and 3 J.P,L, games, We also
had the Australian Floodlit match, but the tourists were
disappointing = reaction after the test series, If the
size of our crowds decide the percentage of games played
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here the authorities ought to note that there were less
than 200 people at Bristol to see Chris Broad score his
first century of the season, and that was 2 Saturday!
The facilities at Winget are non-existant, and those at
Cheltenhanm are a rip-off, Hot dogs at 65p!

The lasting impressions of the season are seeing Zed
scoring the inevitable century, and of Martin Stovold
neking his equally inevitable duck!

Jain Weir

=== =0 =0 =0=0=0=0=0=0=0~0=0mQ=0=0=0=0m=0=0=0=0=

ADDLE '8l - PART THE FIRST

Wave after wave pounded across the bows slapping the
small yellow craft into a sickening roll, Captain Rowland
struggled menfully with the controls trying to keep the
boat on an even keel, but the outboard was ineffectual
against the onslaught of +the wind-whipped waves, wall-
owing helplessly, walls of grey/green water towered omin
-ously on all sides, "If one of these bresks over us,.."
With the water washing around my knees I grabbed a handy
dixy and baled for all my worth, Cutlery and other items
of baggage, once carefully stowed, flew everywhere, "If

another one of those swamps us, we'll be goners!" I +th-
ought,..As we dipped for the third time, I remember say-
ing "You'll pay for this, Henderson! I must have been out
of my mind to agree to this!"

"Phis" was just one episode from Paddle '8l!'s Swedish
leg, Paddle '8l, brain-child of Ermest Davies, erstwhile
friend of our V,S,L,, started on July 9th in Helsinki on
ita epic 600 mile voyage across Scandinavia to its dest-
instion -~ 0slo,

It wes an intermational event aimed at raising noney
via sponsorship and the sale of souveniers for a holiday
scheme for disabled children based on the Nansen Inter=
national Children's Centre at Krattebdl



A

Taking part was a group of proficient and experienc-
ed canoeists Bron many European countries ably supported
(often in the face of insurmountable odds) by & brave
band of what could only be described as internatiomal Jun
~atics, F.H,, Row Lloyd and yours truly fell into this
category,.

The organisation of this event was somewhat inter-
mittent, to say the least, though this produced more ex-
citement and high spots thah might otherwise have been
expected, witness the episode related above,

Unfortunately not all offers of svonsorship were for
~thcoming, though an extremely valuable one in terms of
morale boosting was the Bounty sponsorship. Not only did
the company helj financially, but supplied the expedition
with enough Bounty bars to give the 12 canoeists one per
day for the next three years! Not for nothing was the ex
-pedition renamed the "Bounty run'. The link between Bou
-nty and mutiny did nct go unnticed either!, but the dai
~ly taste of paradise did fortify the canceists. Witkout
them they may not have survived that night on the island
without tents or food.....but that is another story.

To be continued next time. Phil Brown,

LIFE BEEIND THE IRONW CURTAIN continued from p 3
-se be bought by people with sufficient money.

There are two currencies in Czechoslovekia, th3 crown
which is the standard currency, and there are roughly tw
—enty crowns to the pound, but ancther crown is availalle
to foreign diplomats. Czech citizens can also buy this =
but at five times the standard rate!

Finally, one thing that must be said is that there is
a very good underground railway system in Pregue. Trains
arrive at a station at about three minute intervals, and
it only costs one crown to go anywhere,

Hugg Ashb Ve

Sorry, no room this issue for solution to crossword in
last edition, This will appear in number 41,
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FIVE A SIDE FOOTBALL,

This will continue this term at Gloucester Liesure
Centre., Alternate Sunday evenings, 8,00 peme to 9.00 p.m
Please note these dates!

Sept 13th, 27th,  Oct 11th, 25th,
Nov 8th, 22nd, Dec 6th, 20th,
The charge will be held at 50p per head for the time,

=~0=0m=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0 =0
The District H=-a=-side tournament will be organised this
year by the Unit, probably in December at Beaufort.

=0=QmQm=Q=0m0=0=0=0=O=0=0w=0=0m0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=

BARN DANCE

Following last year's successful event the next Barn
Dance will be held in the School Hall on the evening of
Friday Hovember 20th, dancing to the music of the K.Lee
Tolk Group, Tickets available in early October

Adults £1,25, Students 80p,
=0 =m0 =m0 =m0 =0=0 =0 = OmD == OmOm 0= OmQ =0 =0m0=0m=0=

BUYING GEAR FOR QUTDOOR ACTIVITIES??

As many of you may know a new shop has opened in

Gloucester -~ MOUNTAIN GEAR - situated in Worcester St, =
proprietors, Pete and Pam Brown,
Several members have already shnpped there and found the
service and aavice excellent, Pete and Pam have offered
to come along to g Unit meeting later in the term for a
session on outdoor equipment, and are also willing to of
~fer special terms to members meking purchases there,

=0 =0 =m0 =0m=0=0=0m=0=0=0 = 0=0m0=0=0=0=0=0=0m0m=Om =

Next édition due out soon -~ main contents being con-
cerned with the Unit visit to Scotland this sumer, Copy
to the editor as soon as possible!!









